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[INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATION] RECOGNIZES MARCH AS DEEP-VEIN THROMBOSIS (DVT) AWARENESS MONTH
The Coalition to Prevent DVT Carries on National Efforts to 

Raise Awareness of a Serious but Preventable Condition

CITY, STATE, March XX, 2009 – [INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATION] today announced its support of Deep-Vein Thrombosis (DVT) Awareness Month as officially recognized by United States Senate Resolution 56. This campaign joins a continuing national effort led by the Coalition to Prevent DVT to raise awareness of the condition and its potentially fatal complication, pulmonary embolism (PE). 

According to the American Heart Association, DVT affects up to two million Americans annually. Of those who develop PE, up to 200,000 will die each year—more than from breast cancer and AIDS combined. Yet, a national survey sponsored by the American Public Health Association found that most Americans are unaware of DVT. 

“We are proud to be a member of this Coalition and support this national campaign to increase awareness of the risk factors, signs and symptoms of DVT and PE,” said [INSERT NAME AND TITLE OF YOUR ORGANIZATION’S SPOKESPERSON].  “DVT Awareness Month is an excellent opportunity for the public as well as the healthcare community to learn about this preventable and often silent killer—and pairing increased awareness of the risk factors with appropriate preventative measures can reduce the incidence of this condition.”

The Coalition to Prevent DVT has spearheaded DVT Awareness Month efforts since its launch in March 2003, reaching more than 750 million people to date.  Melanie Bloom, widow of NBC correspondent David Bloom, serves as the Coalition’s national patient spokesperson. She educates audiences of healthcare professionals, consumers and members of the media about DVT and advocates awareness of the risk factors and symptoms.  David Bloom was embedded with the 3rd Infantry Division in Iraq when he suddenly collapsed and died from a PE in 2003.  

About Deep-Vein Thrombosis and Pulmonary Embolism

DVT is a medical condition that occurs when a thrombus (blood clot) forms in one of the large veins, usually in the lower limbs, leading to either partially or completely blocked circulation.  It may be caused by a variety of risk factors and triggering events, including, cancer, prior DVT, increasing age, obesity, stroke, major surgery or respiratory failure.  The condition may result in health complications, such as PE and even death if not diagnosed and treated effectively.  

DVT symptoms may include tenderness, pain, swelling and discoloration or redness.  Anyone experiencing these symptoms, especially if they fall into one of the risk categories, should immediately seek medical attention.
Pulmonary embolism can occur when a blood clot or fragment of it breaks loose from the wall of the vein and migrates to the lungs, where it blocks a pulmonary artery or one of its branches. PE signs and symptoms include shortness of breath, chest pain, coughing/coughing up blood, and fainting.  
Risk reduction measures for DVT include early mobilization (working to get bedridden patients up and moving around), sequential compression devices to promote blood flow and anticoagulants and/or blood-thinning drugs.
About DVT Awareness Month

DVT Awareness Month is being sponsored by the Coalition to Prevent DVT to raise awareness of this serious medical condition among consumers, healthcare professionals, government and public health leaders.  The Coalition is comprised of more than 39 representatives from nationally known medical societies, patient advocacy groups and other public health organizations.  .
About the Coalition to Prevent DVT

The mission of the Coalition to Prevent DVT is to reduce the immediate and long-term dangers of deep-vein thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE), which together comprise one of the nation’s leading causes of death.  The Coalition will educate the public, healthcare professionals and policy-makers about risk factors, symptoms and signs associated with DVT, as well as identify evidence-based measures to prevent morbidity and mortality from DVT and PE.

The Coalition to Prevent Deep-Vein Thrombosis is funded by sanofi-aventis U.S. LLC. 
About [INSERT YOUR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATION’S NAME]

[INSERT YOUR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATION’S BOILERPLATE INFORMATION] 

For more information, visit www.preventdvt.org or [INSERT YOUR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATION’S WEB SITE ADDRESS IF YOU PLAN ON POSTING INFORMATION ON YOUR SITE]
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