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Introduction

Empowering hospitalists.
Transforming patient care.
The Society of Hospital Medicine (SHM) is the leading non-profit medical society
serving the entire hospital medicine care team. SHM’s mission is to provide
exceptional care for hospitalized patients through education, advocacy, research,
quality improvement initiatives, and more.
The society’s membership is comprised of approximately 17,000 physicians, nurse
practitioners, physician assistants, practice administrators, C-suite executives,
pharmacists, residents, and students. SHM empowers hospitalists to thrive in their
profession at all stages of their careers by connecting them with cutting-edge
education, technology, and like-minded professionals to collectively transform
patient care and the lives of patients.
Media Contact:
For media inquiries, please email:
media@hospitalmedicine.org
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Hospital Medicine 101

What is hospital medicine?

Hospital medicine is the medical specialty dedicated to providing comprehensive care to hospitalized
patients. Practitioners who specialize in hospital medicine, known as hospitalists, engage in clinical care,
teaching, research, and enhancing the performance of hospitals and healthcare systems.

What is a hospitalist?

A hospitalist is a clinician whose primary professional focus is the general medical care of hospitalized
patients. Following medical school, physician hospitalists typically undergo residency training in general
internal medicine, general pediatrics, or family practice, but may also receive training in other medical
disciplines. Nurse practitioners, physician assistants, practice administrators, and practice managers that
work in general internal medicine may also identify as hospitalists.
Formerly known as inpatient physicians, hospitalists are focused around a site of care (the hospital) rather
than an organ (like cardiology), a disease (like oncology), or a patient’s age (like pediatrics). Unlike in other
medical specialties, hospitalists help manage patients through the continuum of hospital care, often seeing
patients in the emergency room, following them into the critical care unit, and organizing post-acute care.
Hospitalists are employed in various settings, including:
• Rural

• Community

• S
 killed nursing facility

• Urban

• Critical care or ER

• T
 eaching hospital
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Hospital Medicine 101

How do hospitalists add value?

• T
 reating unassigned patients: Hospitalists provide a solution for the admission of unassigned general
medicine and pediatric patients and allow primary care physicians to focus their time and attention on
their office patients.
• R
 educing length of stay: Studies show that hospitalists can reduce patient lengths of stay up to 30 percent
and can reduce hospital costs by up to 20 percent.
• M
 aximizing throughput and improving patient flow: With their unique view of the continuum of care,
hospitalists can positively affect throughput at every stage.
• T
 aking on hospital leadership positions: To address the need for physician leaders, hospital
administrators are increasingly offering leadership development opportunities to hospitalists as they are
well-positioned to view and change system processes.
• I mproving patient safety and quality of care: Many hospitalists are champions for quality improvement
within their institutions. The demand for reductions in medical errors within the hospital setting and
the demand for new ways of thinking about end-of-life care are catalyzing the growth of the hospital
medicine specialty.

The Movement
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About Us

The Society of Hospital Medicine

As a 501 (c)(3), SHM is the only organization dedicated to serving the professional needs of the entire hospital
medicine team, comprised of:
• Practicing hospitalist physicians.
• Practicing hospitalist nurse practitioners and physician assistants.
• Residents and fellows on track to become hospitalists.
• Students enrolled in accredited medical programs and interested in hospital medicine.
• Practice administrators in the hospital setting.
• A
 ffiliate non-clinicians working in hospital medicine, including healthcare policy analysts, medical
librarians, etc.
• A
 llied health professionals, including registered nurses, hospital pharmacists, and other non-physician
clinicians working in hospital medicine.
• International (non-US, non-Canadian) individuals practicing hospital medicine.

Member
Types

hospitalmedicine.org

73%
Physician

1.6%
Affiliate

11.5%
NP/PA

1.4%
Practice Admin

6.2%
Resident/Fellow

1%
Allied Health

4.4%
Student

0.9%
International Member
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About Us

Our Mission

SHM promotes exceptional care for hospitalized patients.

Our Objectives

• Promoting high-quality and high-value healthcare for every hospitalized patient
• Advancing the state of the art in hospital medicine through education and research
• I mproving hospitals and the healthcare community through innovation, collaboration, and
patient-centered care
• S
 upporting and nurturing a vibrant, diverse, and multidisciplinary membership to ensure the long-term
health of hospital medicine

History

In 1996, the term “hospitalist” was officially coined by Dr. Lee Goldman and Dr. Robert Wachter in a New
England Journal of Medicine article. The following year, the National Association of Inpatient Physicians
(NAIP) was founded with an inaugural newsletter to the hospitalist database and a meeting with
approximately 200 attendees. After six years, NAIP officially changed its name to the Society of Hospital
Medicine (SHM) in 2003.
SHM has seen exponential growth in membership, resources and recognition over the past 20 years.
The organization has launched the Journal of Hospital Medicine, the SHM Career Center, and the Fellows
designation program, hosted more than 20 successful conferences, established the Center for Quality
Improvement along with various successful initiatives, and has twice been the recipient of the John M.
Eisenberg Award for Innovation in Patient Safety and Quality at the national level. SHM also single-handedly
advocated for the creation of National Hospitalist Day, honoring all hospitalists and the work they do for
patients. National Hospitalist Day is celebrated the first Thursday in March.
The term “hospitalist” is
officially coined

1996
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2003
NAIP changes its name to the
Society of Hospital Medicine

SHM initiates the first National
Hospitalist Day for March 2019

2019

2020

SHM committed to providing essential
education for hospitalists on the
frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic
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About Us

Advocacy Efforts

SHM works on behalf of hospitalists and patients nationwide to
advance the practice of hospital medicine and improve the healthcare
system through both legislative and regulatory health policy
development. Members can take action with SHM by:
• Utilizing the Legislative Action Center
• Subscribing to the Grassroots Newsletter, which provides tools,
resources, and opportunities to grow connections between
colleagues, policymakers and SHM
• Engaging with the Public Policy Committee

There are so many different people who are
hospitalists. There are people who are educators, there
are people who run hospitals, there are people who are
involved in quality improvement research. And you can
find your niche within that big organization, depending
on what it is you are really drawn to.
- SHM Member

hospitalmedicine.org
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SHM Offerings

Partner with SHM

Hospital medicine is one of the fastest growing medical specialties, with an expansive body of internists and
family medicine physicians, as well as NPs and PAs who deliver care to patients in hospital and post-acute
settings. Hospitalists provide a unique level of expertise and insight in the inpatient care environment and
play an increasingly influential and collaborative role with other specialists, residency programs and hospital
and practice administrators.
With our deep understanding of the hospitalist landscape partnered with access to our audience, SHM
serves as your primary platform to connect and engage. Our comprehensive outreach programs include a
combination of avenues to best meet your specific interests, including conferences, meetings, events, and
advertising. SHM provides you with multi-channel opportunities to develop, and strengthen relationships
with hospitalists and healthcare leaders.

Digital Learning

Accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) in 2016, SHM offers
its membership a variety of opportunities for Maintenance of Certification (MOC) and Continuing Medical
Education (CME). In addition to live conferences, SHM offers:
• T
 he SHM Learning Portal, a catalog of online CME modules that houses over 130 AMA PRA Category
Credits™ and more than 120 ABIM MOC Self Evaluation Points specifically for hospitalists. New modules
are added regularly, most of which are free to SHM members. The convenience of the SHM Learning Portal
allows for learners to obtain necessary CME credits and MOC points at their own pace.
• The SHM Learning Portal is the perfect place to host your organizations CME virtually. Whether
you have a webinar or a series of podcasts, SHM can provide an engaged audience of hospitalists.
• S
 park Self-Assessment, a comprehensive online self-assessment tool that purchasers may use to study
for the Focused Practice in Hospital Medicine (FPHM) Exam or to test their general knowledge and obtain
CME credits and/or MOC points.

Core Competencies in Hospital Medicine

Published in the Journal of Hospital Medicine, SHM created the Core Competencies in Hospital Medicine:
A Framework for Curriculum Development as a blueprint to standardize the teaching of hospital medicine in
medical school, post-graduate, and continuing medical education programs. First published in 2006, they were
recently updated in 2017.
Pediatric Core Competencies debuted in the summer of 2020.
Accreditation Statement
The Society of Hospital Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide
continuing medical education for physicians.

hospitalmedicine.org
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SHM Offerings

The State of Hospital Medicine Report

The biennial State of Hospital Medicine Report is derived from a survey that is distributed to hospital
medicine groups every other year and is the only report of its kind. Hospitalists and health system leaders
alike utilize the Report to review industry benchmarks and refine their practice. The most recent State of
Hospital Medicine Report was released in October 2018 and covers a wide range of topics used when making
management decisions, including hospital medicine group composition, hospitalist compensation, scheduling
models, and more.

SHM Conferences

Each year, SHM hosts or co-hosts a variety of conferences to help hospitalists advance their knowledge,
demonstrate their value to employers, and connect with like-minded clinicians.
• SHM Converge (SHM’s Annual Conference): Created by hospitalists for hospitalists, the SHM Annual
Conference is the largest national gathering of hospital medicine professionals, with close to 5,000
attendees each year. With more than 20 educational tracks, this conference has something to offer to
the entire hospitalist care team, from students to physicians to nurse practitioners to HMG leaders.
• Pediatric Hospital Medicine (PHM): The premier educational conference for pediatric hospitalists and
other clinicians who care for hospitalized children. Tri-sponsored by SHM, the American Academy of
Pediatrics, and the Academic Pediatric Association, PHM offers an arrangement of educational and
networking opportunities planned specifically for pediatric hospital medicine professionals.
• Adult Hospital Medicine Boot Camp: Co-sponsored with the American Academy of Physician Assistants,
Boot Camp is the perfect course for PAs and NPs, whether new to hospital medicine or looking to brush up
on the latest topics.
• SHM Leadership Academy: The only hospitalist-focused leadership program in the nation, Leadership
Academy offers four courses simultaneously to enhance leadership skills in various areas and provides
opportunities for attendees to network with leaders from across the country.
• Academic Hospitalist Academy (AHA): Hosted by SHM, the Society of General Internal Medicine, and the
Association of Chiefs & Leaders of General Internal Medicine, AHA provides academic hospitalists with
the educational, scholarly and professional development skills they need to advance their careers and
begin a pathway to success in academic hospital medicine.
• Quality and Safety Educators Academy (QSEA): This conference provides medical educators with the
knowledge, skills, and confidence to develop curricula that will educate and engage residents or students
in quality improvement and patient safety.
• Chapter Meetings: These smaller gatherings are held across the country at the local level and facilitate
strong one-on-one interaction between your organization’s brand and local hospitalists.

hospitalmedicine.org
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SHM Offerings

Virtual Events

SHM has developed a suite of virtual events and digital spaces to help hospitalists meet their goals even
during these unprecedented times.
• HM20 Virtual: Hospital Medicine 2020, SHM’s annual conference, was canceled but the learning
did not stop. HM20 Virtual was held from August 11–31, 2020, featuring three weeks of virtual sessions
and additional on demand content.
• PHM21 Virtual: The Pediatric Hospital Medicine (PHM) Meeting is the premier educational conference
for pediatric hospitalists and other clinicians who care for hospitalized patients. Tri-sponsored by the
Academic Pediatric Association (APA), the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and the Society of
Hospital Medicine (SHM), the PHM meeting provides an all-inclusive arrangement of educational and
networking opportunities planned specifically for the pediatric hospital medicine professional. Join
virtually August 4 - 6, 2021.
• S
 HM Converge: SHM’s annual conference was transformed into a virtual experience for 2021, offering
hospitalists the opportunity to network and re-energize their practice with the latest research, best
practices, and newest innovations in the field. Access recorded content and earn CME credit with SHM
Converge On Demand 2021.

Additional Opportunities

• F
 ellows Designations: Members of 3 or more years can apply for SHM’s Fellow or Senior Fellow in Hospital
Medicine (FHM or SFHM) designation. Applicants must demonstrate their commitment and leadership in
the field in order to be awarded these credentials.
• T
 he SHM Career Center: An online professional search for hospital medicine professionals, the SHM Career
Center is a hub for both job seekers and employers to find or post open positions.

SHM Chapters

SHM hosts more than 60 local chapters
throughout 12 districts nationwide to increase
networking, education, and collaboration within
the hospital medicine community. SHM also
hosts 4 international chapters.
chapters@hospitalmedicine.org

hospitalmedicine.org
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Publications

The Hospitalist Newsmagazine

The Hospitalist newsmagazine reports on issues and trends in hospital medicine on a
monthly basis and reaches more than 40,000 hospitalists, physician assistants, nurse
practitioners, medical residents, and healthcare administrators in the practice and
business of hospital medicine.
Advertising Information: Click here

JULY 2020

NO.
VOL.

7
15

@JHospMedicine

www.journalofhospitalmedicine.com
An Official Publication of the Society of Hospital Medicine

Original Research

Progress Notes

389

The Pediatric Hospital Medicine Core
Competencies: 2020 Revision—Introduction
and Methodology

412

Clinical Progress Note: Myocardial Injury
After Noncardiac Surgery

Jennifer Maniscalco, et al

447

EDITORIAL

443

EDITORIAL

Meghan L Fanta, et al

395

Steven L Cohn, et al

Defining Competence in the
Evolving Field of Pediatric Hospital
Medicine

Thomas M Maddox

416

Antibiotics for Aspiration Pneumonia in
Neurologically Impaired Children
Joanna Thomson, et al

445

Aspiring to Treat Wisely:
Challenges in Diagnosing and Optimizing
Antibiotic Therapy for Aspiration
Pneumonia

EDITORIAL

Christopher J Russell and Andrew A White

Brief Reports
403

Trends in Intravenous Magnesium Use
and Outcomes for Status Asthmaticus in
Children’s Hospitals from 2010 to 2017
Performance of Multihospital Health
Systems’ Flagship Hospitals in the CMS Star
Rating Program
Jianhui Hu and David R Nerenz

Leadership & Professional Development
411

Leadership & Professional Development:
Engaging Patients as Stakeholders
Stephanie AC Halvorson and Honora Englander

Clinical Progress Note: Care of
Children Hospitalized for Acute Asthma
Exacerbation
Annie Lintzenich Andrews, et al

Clinical Care Conundrums
419

A Fiery Pivot
R Cole Pueringer, et al

Perspectives in Hospital Medicine
424

The History of Pediatric Hospital Medicine
in the United States, 1996-2019
Kenneth B Roberts, et al

428

Vineeta Mittal, et al

407

Myocardial Injury Among
Postoperative Patients: Where Is the
Wisdom in Our Knowledge?

The Future of Pediatric Hospital Medicine:
Challenges and Opportunities
Marie E Wang, et al

431

Trust in Public Health Is Essential Amid the
COVID-19 Pandemic
Marianne Udow-Phillips and Paula M Lantz

434

Empiric Therapies for COVID-19: Destined
to Fail by Ignoring the Lessons of History
Gregory S Canfield, et al

437

Compassionate Communication Amid the
COVID-19 Pandemic
Nathan Houchens and Renuka Tipirneni

440

Communicating Effectively With
Hospitalized Patients and Families During
the COVID-19 Pandemic
Glenn Rosenbluth, et al

The Journal of Hospital Medicine (JHM)

The Journal of Hospital Medicine (JHM) is the premier peer-reviewed, ISI-indexed
publication for the specialty of hospital medicine and official journal of the Society
of Hospital Medicine. Published monthly, the journal advances excellence in hospital
medicine as a defined specialty through the dissemination of research, evidence-based
clinical care, and advocacy for safe, effective care for hospitalized patients.
Through special working groups, SHM occasionally publishes guidelines to inform
best practices in hospital medicine. Guidance statements on safe opioid prescribing and
point-of-care ultrasound for hospitalists were recently published in JHM and can be
accessed via digital supplements.
Advertising Information: Click here

The Hospital Leader Blog

The Hospital Leader is the official blog of the Society of Hospital Medicine, featuring
bloggers who provide insights and expertise on the most compelling issues in the
specialty of hospital medicine, including:
• Patient safety and quality improvement
• Patient perspective
• Advocacy and healthcare policy
• Clinical updates
• Breaking news in the hospital medicine field

hospitalmedicine.org
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